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period, from the peace of 1788 to the adop-
tion of the Constitution, is, in all the his-
tories for schools, except mine, a barren,
imperfect account; although it was a period
of great anxiety, when it was doubtful
whether anarchy or civil war was to be our
fate."1

This was written in 1838, when Webster
was eighty years old. The character of
that interregnum of 1783-1789 is more
generally recognized now; and it is inter-
esting to see how an old man, recalling his
earliest entrance into public life, emphasizes
the service which he rendered upon the side
of good government. By early associations,
and by the predilections of a mind which,
inherited a large share of Anglo-Saxon po-
litical sense, Webster was from the first a
Federalist in politics. In 1785 he published
a pamphlet entitled " Sketches of American
Policy," which he always claimed was the
first public plea for a government to take
the place of the Confederation, under which
the war had been carried on. He held a
correspondence with Mr. Madison, in 1805,

1 Letter to L. Gaylord Clark, Lippincotfs Magazine,
April, 1870.
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